
 
 

CASTING CALL 
 

Dalia Khaled (playing age between 9 to 13) - Girl soprano 
UNPAID – Bursary may be available for expenses 

 
Dalia is a young Middle Eastern girl who has been displaced from her home country and is 
fostered in the UK.   
 
This is a major principal role in a classical opera – while coaching will be given, all 
auditionees should have a strong basis in classical singing technique and will need to be able 
to project, although will be mic’d. It is a challenging role dramatically and singers should 
ideally have experience on stage. 
 
We are particularly interested in singers with an Arabic-language/Middle Eastern heritage.  
 
Singing range - middle C and mostly up to an F (2 above middle C) with one G. 
  
The Opera 
Dalia is a new opera, co-created and performed by 180 community & professional 
participants, about a refugee who triumphs over adversity to follow her dream: a story 
which champions diversity through music to highlight what makes us all human. 
By composer Roxanna Panufnik, librettist Jessica Duchen and director Karen Gillingham, it 
has been commissioned by Garsington Opera to engage local participants of all ages from 
diverse backgrounds, with professional and emerging artists for new audiences in a creative 
community opera. 
 
The opera, premiering in summer 2022, is an original story, developed in close consultation 
with refugee organisations, sports charities and practitioners. The central character, Dalia – 
a young girl of 12, arrives in Britain as a refugee having lost her family in traumatic 
circumstances. Fostered by a local family, she discovers a passion for cricket. She follows her 
dream but must contend, however, with racism from the community, battle her demons 
and make an impossible decision. 
 
Notes 
The performances are 28, 30 and 31 July 2022 at Garsington Opera, Wormsley Estate, 
Buckinghamshire HP14 3YG 
https://www.garsingtonopera.org/performance/dalia 
 
Rehearsals will begin in the Easter holidays and involve a number of weekends over the 
summer term. The soloist will be required at rehearsals during school time 11-15 July and in 
the last week of Buckinghamshire’s summer term. Please see the Dalia soloist rehearsal 
schedule for more details. 

https://www.garsingtonopera.org/performance/dalia


 
Deadline for applications – Monday 24 January 2022 
First audition – Saturday 29 January 2022 (Time tbc) 
Recall audition – Saturday 5 February 2022 (Morning - time tbc) 
Both auditions will be local to High Wycombe. 
 
It will not be necessary to prepare anything for the first audition on 29 January but 
auditionees who are recalled will be required to prepare a small section of the music for 5 
February. Details will be provided on 29 January.  
 
Applicants new to Garsington Opera are encouraged to attend the open Youth Company 
workshop audition also on 29 January. (The soloist will rehearse with the Youth Company 
and this will provide an insight into rehearsals with the creative team. There are some fully-
funded places available in the Youth Company and applicants would have the opportunity of 
joining the Youth Company if not successful in the role of Dalia.)  
 
To apply, please click here to fill in the application form and either email or send a current 
photo (head and shoulders) in advance of the audition to Garsington Opera.  
learning@garsingtonopera.org  
The Old Garage, The Green, Great Milton, Oxford OX44 7NP 
 
If you have any questions please email learning@garsingtonopera.org.  
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